
KENWOOD
PR MESSAGING

October 2015



2M E S S A G I N G  – F O R  I N T E R N A L  U S E  O N L Y  – C O N F I D E N T I A L

R E C L A I M I N G  S O N O M A

HAND-
CRAFTED IN 

SONOMA

SMALL-LOT 
WINEMAKING

One of California’s premium wine pioneers, Kenwood Vineyards is in the heart of Sonoma County.

We craft wines with unique varietal character driven from Sonoma’s diverse terroir. Each of our five premium wine ranges 
represents distinct aspects of this special place.  

Our small-lot winemaking philosophy reflects our dedication to the details, ensuring our wines capture the best Sonoma 
has to offer. 

Although our history in this place is long, we continue to look to the future; crafting new premium wines and investing in 
our home place and vineyards. 

This is the renaissance of Kenwood Vineyards.

INVESTED IN 
SONOMA

NEW 
OWNERSHIP 

PIONEER OF 
SONOMA

NEW WINE 
TIERS

HEART OF 
SONOMA 

PROVENANCE
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H A N D - C R A F T E D  I N  S O N O M A

At Kenwood Vineyards, we believe small-
lot winemaking is the best way to get the 
most out of Sonoma County. 

We make our wine to honor the traditions 
of this very diverse place, by hand, with 
the craftsmanship that creates the 
highest-quality, premium wines. 

� Each of our vineyard lots is grown, picked, fermented and aged 
separately to preserve its unique flavors 

� For context, we have more than 150 individual lots so it’s no small task 
to treat each separately

� As a winemaker, mastering blending unlocks an incredible amount of 
power

� We could bottle 30 Sauvingnon Blancs if we wanted to, but we think the 
magic is in achieving the perfect blend

� We are extremely hands on and our vision is uncompromising.  We 
know the history of the land and the fruit; nothing is picked until our chief 
winemaker tastes it.  We taste each tank at least once per day. 

� Hand-pick as many of our grapes as possible, ensuring we can carefully 
select only the best fruit 

� This approach lets us adapt quickly while bringing each wine to its full 
potential to showcase layers of subtle complexity and superb balance

� We have 125 small stainless steel fermenting tanks and 12,000 small 
oak barrels, all devoted to this “small lot” style of winemaking 

� Each of our wines has a distinct oak regimen that complements the wine 
from that individual vineyard lot rather than overwhelm it 

SMALL-LOT WINEMAKING
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With the backing of Pernod Ricard 
Winemakers, we can focus on what we 
love most – making great wines.

Now, we are investing in making even 
better wines.  And, with their support, 
we’ll have the opportunity to share what 
makes Sonoma so special across the 
country and even around the world.

� We are paying more attention to the wines, vineyards and equipment, all 
with a focus on being as gentle as possible to our fruit to ensure the 
natural flavors come through 

� Redesigned system for grape delivery, crushing and pressing.  New 
crossflow filter to finish our wines. 

� Complete overhaul of the branding and packaging, to reflect the brand’s 
heritage in a contemporary way that will resonate with today’s 
consumers 

� Reinvesting in our owned and partner vineyards to enhance quality (eg, 
redeveloping some of our vineyards to secure premium supply. Working 
closely with our growers to moderate crop loads)

� New super premium Tasting Room to reflect the new energy behind the 
portfolio (spring 2017)

� New vineyard management team 

� Repatriating all premium production to our winery from next vintage

� Extensive consumer research to inform and validate new wine concepts 
and taste profiles 

� Discontinue SKUs / varietals to reflect growth strategy

I N V E S T E D  I N  S O N O M A
NEW OWNERSHIP 
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We have been shaping Sonoma’s wines 
for more than 45 years.

Our wines are carefully curated to help 
people discover the real Sonoma, on any 
occasion. 

We have been crafting the iconic Jack 
London single vineyard wines for nearly 
40 years.

And our new ranges are expressions of 
the rich and diverse terroir of Sonoma.

� We think California’s leading varietals show their truest and finest expressions 
when produced in this unique place

� Sonoma County Series is the perfect introduction to Sonoma

- The grapes are sourced from vineyards around the region, capturing the diversity 
and true expression of each varietal

� Six Ridges is a brand new range that celebrates the diversity of Sonoma’s 
appellations.

- We’ve selected regions that are most expressive for each varietal 

- It’s a tribute to the mountains and ridges that border our vineyards and influence 
the terroir

� Single Vineyard Is our new limited production range 

- These wines showcase the superior flavors of our best vineyard sites 

- They are truly unique, sourced from that one little spot on earth that makes magic 
wine

� Jack London are among the most successful single vineyard wines in 
California wine history 

- Kenwood has been sourcing exclusively from the Jack London ranch since 1975

- This unique terroir is perfect for red wines 

� The Artist Series: 

- Our ultimate expression of the finest Cabernet Sauvignon

P I O N E E R  O F  S O N O M A
ICONIC FAVORITES & NEW WINE TIERS 
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Our roots in Sonoma Country run deep: 
we truly are the heart of Sonoma. 

Our wines capture the best of Sonoma in 
a bottle.  We want people to experience 
the real Sonoma as we know it, through 
Kenwood’s eyes.

� We were one of a handful of wineries that started premium 
Sonoma in the 1970s, long before the region’s AVAs were 
created 

� We’ve had 45 vintages in our winery here in Kenwood 

� We are located in Sonoma County’s first tasting room (est
1906)

� The region is known for its diversity and because of our legacy, 
we have access to it all

� We have relationships with some of the best and longest 
standing growers in the region

� We are the sole beneficiary of grapes from the Jack London 
ranch founded by the famous American author and adventurer 
Jack London,. Part of our legacy was born from London’s 
passion for the land.

� Our team lives and breathes Sonoma: one of our winemakers 
has been with us for 41 vintages. Our chief winemaker lives on 
the same mountain Jack London called home

H E A R T  O F  S O N O M A 
PROVENANCE 



THANK YOU


